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WELCOME
Welcome to The CEB Student Bible and Confirm! The people who prepared this Bible 
and the curriculum you’ll be using have been praying for you and for this incredible jour-
ney you’re about to begin. You probably have a lot of questions about it and maybe have 
heard stories from people who have been through it before you. This may help:

Confirmation is an important step in your journey with God. In it you will explore how 
God is calling you to participate in the church with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, 
and witness. Confirmation is much more than a decision. It’s part of a lifelong conversa-
tion about what it means to be a Christian, living out your faith, your commitment, and 
God’s call together with your friends.

The glossy pages here at the beginning of this Bible have material that will help you 
explore your faith and what it means to be a United Methodist. The glossary of useful 
terms and concepts defines many of the distinctive ideas, practices, and institutions in 
The United Methodist Church. The General Rules, the preamble to the Social Principles, 
the Social Creed, the confirmation vows, and the Apostles’ Creed are all examples of 
ways that Methodists have tried to describe their faith and how their faith leads them 
to do good in the world. You may find them useful as you develop your own beliefs.

The Bible will be a companion for you throughout confirmation and beyond. If you are 
the kind of person who likes to read introductions (and the fact that you are reading this 
suggests that you are), you might want to read the introduction to this CEB Student 
Bible on page xii.
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RULE 1: DO NO HARM
It is therefore expected of all who continue therein 
that they should continue to evidence their desire 
of salvation by doing no harm, by avoiding evil of 
every kind, especially that which is most generally 
practiced, such as:

 • The taking of the name of God in vain.

• The profaning the day of the Lord, either by doing 
ordinary work therein or by buying or selling.

• Drunkenness: buying or selling spirituous li-
quors, or drinking them, unless in cases of ex-
treme necessity.

• Slaveholding: buying or selling slaves.

• Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brother going to law 
with brother; returning evil for evil, or railing for 
railing; the using many words in buying or selling.

• The buying or selling of goods that have not paid 
the duty.

• The giving or taking things on usury—i.e., unlawful 
interest.

• Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation; particu-
larly speaking evil of magistrates or of ministers.

• Doing to others as we would not they should do 
unto us.

• Doing what we know is not for the glory of God, as:

–The putting on of gold and costly apparel. 

–The taking such diversions as cannot be used in 
the name of the Lord Jesus.

–The singing those songs, or reading those 
books, which do not tend to the knowledge or 
love of God.

–Softness and needless self-indulgence.

–Laying up treasure upon earth.

–Borrowing without a probability of paying; or 
taking up goods without a probability of paying 
for them.

Wesley is saying 
that Christians 
shouldn’t take 

each other 
to court.  See 

Matthew 5:23-26.

Railing is an 
eighteenth- 

century word 
for verbal 

abuse.

The more words someone uses 
in buying  and selling, the more 
likely they are to cheat a person  

out of money or merchandise.

 Magistrates and ministers 
are local and national 

political leaders.

A duty is a tax 
placed on certain 

goods. “Goods that 
have not paid the 

duty” are items 
being sold on the 

black market.

You may recognize this is a 
version of the Golden Rule, 

from Matthew 7:12.

“Laying up treasure upon earth” 
refers to Jesus’s teaching in 

Matthew 6:19-21 and  
Luke 12:13-21.

See 
Exodus 
22:25.

“Spirituous liquors” is
another way of saying
“alcoholic beverages.”

T H E  G E N E R A L  R U L E S
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	    The General Rules   �

 RULE 2: DO GOOD
It is therefore expected of all who continue therein 
that they should continue to evidence their desire 
of salvation by doing good, by being in every kind 
merciful after their power; as they have opportu-
nity, doing good of every possible sort, and, as far 
as possible, to all [people]:

 • To their bodies, of the ability which God giveth, by 
giving food to the hungry, by clothing the naked, by 
visiting or helping them that are sick or in prison.

• To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or exhort-
ing all we have any intercourse with; trampling 
under foot that enthusiastic doctrine that “we are 
not to do good unless our hearts be free to it.”

• By doing good, especially to them that are of the 
household of faith or groaning soon to be; employ-
ing them preferably to others; buying one of an-
other, helping each other in business, and so much 
the more because the world will love its own and 
them only.

• By all possible diligence and frugality, that the gos-
pel be not blamed.

• By running with patience the race which is set 
before them, denying themselves, and taking up 
their cross daily; submitting to bear the reproach 
of Christ, to be as the filth and offscouring of the 
world; and looking that men should say all manner 
of evil of them falsely, for the Lord’s sake. 

 The instruction to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, and 
visit the sick and imprisoned 
is similar to Jesus’s teaching 

about the judgment of the 
nations in Matthew 25:34-40.

Wesley rejected the idea 
that “we are not to do good 
unless our hearts be free to 
it” because he believed that 

all people could choose to do 
good in all situations. In other 
words, he believed that God 

has given people free will.

Offscouring means  
“that which is disposed of.”

“Running with patience  
the race which is set before 

them” comes from  
Hebrews 12:1.

In other words, faithful 
Christians shouldn’t be 

surprised if they’re  
the subject of nasty lies.

Wesley tells Methodists to be 
diligent and frugal because 

laziness and greed would reflect 
poorly on God and the church.

For more on our responsibilities 
to those in the “household of 
faith” (other Christians), see  

1 Timothy 5:1–6:2.
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	    The General Rules   �

RULE 3: STAY IN LOVE 
WITH GOD
It is therefore expected of all who continue therein 
that they should continue to evidence their desire 
of salvation by attending upon all the ordinances 
of God; such are:

• The public worship of God.

• The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded.

• The Supper of the Lord.

• Family and private prayer.

• Searching the Scriptures.

• Fasting or abstinence.

Fasting and abstinence aren’t limited to 
refraining from food and sexual activity. A 

person could also fast from television or their 
phone; someone could abstain from insulting 

others or complaining. 

This, in other words, means 
“go to church.”

The word expounded includes 
listening to sermons.

This is also known as Holy 
Communion or the Eucharist. 
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USEFUL TERMS 
AND CONCEPTS FOR 
UNITED METHODISTS 
(CHURCHY WORDS)
Acolyte: a person who assists in the worship service. Normally the acolyte serves by lighting and 
extinguishing the candles on the Communion or altar table and distributing and collecting the of-
fering plates.

Advent: a season of preparation for Christ’s promised coming; begins on the fourth Sunday before 
Christmas

Aldersgate: from Aldersgate Street in London. On this street was a meeting place in which John 
Wesley had his heart-warming conversion experience on May 24, 1738. Charles Wesley also had a 
conversion experience in the same place, only a few days before.

Annual Conference: a regional, organizational unit of The United Methodist Church and the yearly 
business meeting of that unit, presided over by a bishop. The business session is composed of 
equal numbers of clergy and laity. At least one layperson from each pastoral charge is a member. 
There are 63 annual conferences in the United States and 59 outside the United States in Africa, 
Europe, and the Philippines. The conference is a time to review ministry, adopt policy and resolu-
tions, and strengthen spiritual life.

Apostles’ Creed: an ancient statement of belief still used by many Christian denominations and in-
cluded in the confirmation vows of The United Methodist Church. The Apostles’ Creed is arranged 
in three sections, one for each person of the Trinity.

Apportionment: the share each annual conference or local church pays to support international, 
national, and regional mission

Arminian/Arminianism: belief favored in Methodist teaching that God intends the salvation of all 
human beings and that Christ died for all human beings

Ash Wednesday: the first day of Lent. Ash Wednesday gets its name from the tradition of placing 
ashes on people’s foreheads as a sign of repentance. (Repentance is an important theme during 
the Lenten season.)

Assurance: historic Methodist teaching maintaining that when a person is justified, they experi-
ence divine assurance of the forgiveness of sins. In other words, they know they have been forgiven. 

Atonement: the act of sinners being restored and reconciled to God through Jesus’s death on the 
cross. The term is translated as “reconciliation” in the CEB.

Baptism: an initiation into Christ’s body, the church, that involves being ritually cleansed by water

9781791041335_INT_FrontMatter.indd   69781791041335_INT_FrontMatter.indd   6 8/29/25   10:20 AM8/29/25   10:20 AM

Cop
yri

gh
t©

 by
 A

bin
gd

on
 P

re
ss

. A
ll r

igh
ts 

re
se

rve
d.



	    Useful Terms and concepts for united methodists   �

Baptismal Font: the basin of water used in baptism by sprinkling and pouring

Body of Christ: a metaphor that the apostle Paul uses to describe the church in 1 Corinthians 12:12-
27. Paul says that each member of the church is a different part of Christ’s body. Because we are 
Christ’s body, we must act as Christ’s eyes, ears, hands, feet, and heart in the world.

Book of Discipline, The: a fundamental book outlining the law, doctrine, administration, organiza-
tional work, and procedures of The United Methodist Church. Each General Conference amends 
The Book of Discipline, and the actions of the General Conference are reflected in the quadrennial 
revision. Often referred to as The Discipline.

Book of Resolutions, The: the volume containing the text of all resolutions or pronouncements 
on issues approved by the General Conference and currently valid. The text of any resolution is 
considered the official position of the denomination on that subject.

Cabinet: the resident bishop and district superintendents within an annual conference. The cabi-
net provides oversight and direction for the work of the annual conference, districts, and local 
churches.

Central Conference: one of eight geographic areas outside the territorial United States, each 
composed of annual conferences as determined by the General Conference. Central conferences 
have responsibilities similar to those of jurisdictional conferences. The eight central conferences 
are in Europe, Africa, and Asia.

Charge Conference: the charge conference is the basic governing body of each United Method-
ist local church and is composed of all members of the church council. All members of the charge 
conference must be members of the local church. The charge conference directs the work of the 
church and gives general oversight to the church council, reviews and evaluates the mission and 
ministry of the church, sets salaries for the pastor and staff, elects the members of the church 
council, and recommends candidates for ordained ministry.

Christ: literally means “anointed one”; Jesus of Nazareth, who was fully human and fully God; the 
person of the Trinity who redeems us and calls us brothers, sisters, and friends

Christian Perfection: see “Sanctification”

Christmas: celebration of Jesus’s birth. The Christmas season lasts from Christmas Eve until Janu-
ary 5, the day before Epiphany.

Christmas Conference: the name given to the conference at which the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America was formally organized. The conference began on December 24, 1784, and 
lasted until January 2 or 3, 1785, at the Lovely Lane Chapel in Baltimore, Maryland.

Church: a community of Christian believers who gather in Jesus’s name to worship, learn about 
God, discern God’s will, and serve God’s people

Circuit Rider: a historic term in American Methodism. From the earliest years of the denomina-
tion, pastors were appointed to serve numerous local churches and other preaching places lo-
cated within a large geographic area. These ministers traveled regularly throughout their assigned 
areas and came to be known as circuit riders.

Clergy: individuals who serve as commissioned ministers, deacons, elders, and local pastors under 
appointment of a bishop (full- and part-time), who hold membership in an annual conference, and 
who are commissioned, ordained, or licensed

Communion Elements: the bread and wine (or juice) used in Holy Communion

Compassion: caring for the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of others

Confess: to honestly admit one’s mistakes; to profess one’s faith
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	    Useful Terms and concepts for united methodists   �

Connection: the principle, basic to The United Methodist Church, that all leaders and congrega-
tions are connected in a network of loyalties and commitments

Creation: God’s handiwork; the entire universe, from the smallest particle to the largest galaxy

Creed: a formal statement of belief

Deacon: an ordained clergyperson who is called to serve all people, particularly people who are 
poor, sick, and oppressed, and to equip and lead the laity in ministries of compassion, justice, and 
service in the world

Delegate: a pastor or layperson elected by an annual conference as its representative to General 
Conference, jurisdictional conference, or central conference

Discernment: a process of prayer, study, and reflection for the purpose of making decisions and 
knowing God’s will

Discipline: activities and exercises that help a person develop a skill or behavior; rules and guide-
lines that govern how a person lives; an unwavering commitment to certain activities, exercises, 
rules, and/or guidelines (see “Book of Discipline, The”)

District Superintendent: an ordained minister appointed by a bishop to oversee the pastors and 
local churches in a district

Easter: celebrates Christ’s resurrection. The Easter season is from Easter Sunday until Pentecost, 
the fiftieth day after Easter.

Elder: a person ordained to a lifetime ministry of service, word, sacrament, and order. He or she is 
authorized to preach and teach God’s word, administer the sacraments of baptism and Holy Com-
munion, and order the life of the church for mission and ministry.

Epiphany: January 6, the day on which Christians celebrate the visit of the magi (or wise men)

Eucharist: literally means “thanksgiving”; a name for the sacrament of Holy Communion

Evil: that which causes harm and goes against God’s will

Faith: belief combined with heartfelt trust

Falling from Grace: informal term for the Methodist doctrine that an individual can lose faith in 
Christ and forfeit their justification

Freedom, Free Will: our God-given ability to choose to accept God’s grace or resist it

General Agency: any council, board, commission, committee, or other unit established to carry out 
denominational work. General agencies are accountable to the General Conference.

General Conference: The highest legislative body in The United Methodist Church. The voting 
membership consists of an equal number of clergy and lay delegates elected by the annual confer-
ences. General Conference convenes every quadrennium (four years) to determine the denomina-
tion’s future direction. It’s the only body that can speak officially for the denomination.

Gifts: the abilities and resources God blesses us with

Holiness: being empowered by the Holy Spirit to be fully devoted to God and to live according to 
God’s will

Holy Spirit: the person of the Trinity who guides us, sustains us, and comforts us; often described 
using the metaphors of wind and breath
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   Useful Terms and concepts for united methodists   

Hymnal, The United Methodist: the current hymnal was approved by the 1988 General Confer-
ence and was published in 1989. The 2016 General Conference approved the plan for a new hymnal 
that is to be presented at the 2020 General Conference and published in 2021. Hymnals have been 
important in the life of the Wesleyan movement from the very beginning. John Wesley published 
his first hymnal in 1737 in South Carolina.

Image of God (Imago Dei): the concept that humans reflect God’s likeness, as demonstrated by 
our abilities to love and create (see Genesis 1:27)

Infant Baptism: the practice of baptizing infants and small children because baptism is a work of 
God’s grace, and God’s grace is present in people’s lives even before they’re aware of it. The United 
Methodist Church affirms and practices infant baptism, as do the Roman Catholic, Eastern Ortho-
dox, Anglican, Lutheran, and Presbyterian Churches.

Intercessory Prayer: prayer on behalf of another person

Intinction: the act of dipping Communion bread into the cup

Itineracy, Itinerancy: the system in The United Methodist Church by which pastors are appointed 
to their charges by bishops. The pastors are under obligation to serve where appointed. Itinerant 
means traveling or moving from place to place.

Judicial Council: nine people elected by General Conference who rule on questions of constitu-
tionality in church law and practice

Jurisdiction: five geographic areas in the United States, each composed of several annual con-
ferences as determined by the General Conference: North Central, Northeastern, South Central, 
Southeastern, and Western

Jurisdictional Conference: the quadrennial meeting of clergy and lay delegates from the annual 
conferences within the boundaries of each of the five US jurisdictions. Their business includes the 
election and assignment of bishops.

Justice: seeking peace and wholeness for all people and all of God’s creation, making God’s king-
dom present on earth

Justification, Justifying Grace: the grace that brings us into right relationship with God. Our 
responsibility is to respond to God’s grace in faith and make a decision to follow Christ. Preve-
nient grace leads us to justifying grace. Methodist doctrine holds that our justification is by grace 
through faith.

Kingdom of God: the vision of a world totally aligned to God’s will that is governed by God’s love 
and justice. Jesus often taught about God’s kingdom and described it in parables. Revelation 21:1–
22:5 gives us a vision of this kingdom in its description of a new heaven and new earth.

Laity: from the Greek word laos, meaning “people,” and used to describe members of a congrega-
tion or parish

Lectionary: a guide for worship that prescribes certain scripture readings for each Sunday 
throughout the Christian year. Many United Methodist congregations use the Revised Common 
Lectionary, which usually suggests an Old Testament reading, a Psalm, a Gospel reading, and a 
reading from one of the New Testament letters for each week.

Lent: recalls Jesus’s forty-day temptation in the wilderness and journey toward Jerusalem and 
the cross. The forty days (not including Sundays) of Lent begin with Ash Wednesday and continue 
through Holy Week.
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	    Useful Terms and concepts for united methodists   �

Liturgy: a pattern of public worship performed by the people of a congregation

Means of Grace: the normal means, or channels, by which God conveys grace to human beings, 
including the Lord’s Supper, Bible study, prayer, and fasting

Methodist, Methodism: two words, along with Wesleyan, used to describe the movement result-
ing from the work of John Wesley and his brother Charles. The movement had its very earliest ex-
pression in the Holy Club at Oxford. There John and Charles Wesley and others joined together in 
a highly structured and disciplined pattern of worship, prayer, and study. Those outside the group 
derisively called the groups “Methodists” because of their methodical approach to their religion. 
The name was later applied to the followers of the Wesleys as they actively preached throughout 
England. Methodist and Methodism are used to refer to a large family of churches and denomina-
tions throughout the world.

Missionary: A lay- or clergyperson selected and commissioned to serve in the work of The United 
Methodist Church or related denominations in other lands or in designated projects in the United 
States. Missionaries are selected, assigned, and directed in their work by the General Board of 
Global Ministries.

Nicene Creed: an ancient statement of Christian belief adopted by the fourth-century Council of 
Nicaea. The council wrote the creed for the purpose of it being a standard of correct Christian 
belief. The Nicene Creed is arranged in three sections, one for each person of the Trinity. The creed 
emphasizes that Jesus Christ is both fully human and fully divine and explains how the persons of 
the Trinity relate to each other.

Open Communion: the long-standing custom of Methodist churches sharing the Lord’s Supper 
with members of other churches

Ordinary Time: a time to reflect on doing the work of God’s kingdom and growing spiritually. Ordi-
nary Time falls between Pentecost and the beginning of Advent.

Ordination: the act of conferring ministerial orders, presided over by a bishop; the authorization 
of the church for the practice of service, word, sacrament, and order (in the case of an elder) and 
for the practice of word and service (in the case of a deacon)

Original Sin: Methodist doctrine affirms original sin as the “corruption of nature” within every 
human being that leads to actual sin. Methodist doctrine does not formally endorse the belief that 
original sin itself warrants eternal damnation.

Paraments: decorations in a sanctuary or worship space in colors that correspond to the seasons 
of the Christian year

Pentecost: commemorates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the establishment of the church. 
Pentecost is the fiftieth day after Easter.

Prayer: a spiritual practice in which we communicate and spend time with God. Prayer can be indi-
vidual or communal, and prayer involves both taking things to God and listening in silence.

Prayers of Confession: prayers in which we take our sins before God and give thanks for the for-
giveness we have through Christ

Prayers of Petition: prayers in which we take our concerns to God

Prayers of Thanksgiving: prayers in which we give thanks for the ways in which God has blessed us

Predestination: the idea that God predetermines who will be saved and who will not. Methodists 
reject all forms of the doctrine of predestination that imply that God does not will the salvation 
of every human being.
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	    Useful Terms and concepts for united methodists   �

Presence: giving one’s complete attention to and being with a person or group of people

Prevenient Grace: the grace of God that is present in our lives before we are aware of it. God con-
stantly seeks us through other people, through our experiences, and through our consciences.

Pulpit: the podium from which the pastor addresses the congregation

Redemption: being delivered from sin and brought into right relationship with God through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ

Repent, Repentance: to acknowledge, ask forgiveness for, and turn away from one’s sin. The term 
is translated as “change your heart and life” in the CEB to show that it’s not just about a change of 
mind. Prevenient grace leads us to repentance.

Sacrament: a rite ordained by Jesus Christ, through which we experience God’s grace. In The United 
Methodist Church, the two rites recognized as sacraments are baptism and Holy Communion.

Sanctification: growth in holiness and becoming completely in tune with God’s will

Sanctifying Grace: the grace through which God transforms us into the people whom God wants 
us to be

Scripture: the Bible, our foundational document, important for our lives today and containing “all 
things necessary to salvation” (per the Articles of Religion of The Methodist Church)

Season After Epiphany: celebrates Christ’s divinity (frankincense), royalty (gold), and sacrifice 
(myrrh—used for anointing and embalming the dead). This season begins on Epiphany (January 6) 
and continues until the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday.

Service: the act of making use of our God-given gifts in ways that honor God and help others

Sin: anything that separates us from God or disrupts our relationship with God and with others. 
Sin involves both what we do (such as spreading nasty rumors about a peer) and what we don’t do 
(such as doing nothing to help a classmate who is being bullied).

Sin of Omission: failing to do something that we should do (such as helping a person in need or 
speaking out on Christ’s behalf)

Social Creed, The: United Methodist beliefs about the relationship of the church to social issues 
and the world. The Social Creed is approved by the General Conference as part of a larger docu-
ment, the Social Principles, and the action of the General Conference recommends that the Social 
Creed be used frequently in Sunday worship services. The first Social Creed was adopted by the 
1908 General Conference of the The Methodist Episcopal Church. The Social Creed has been re-
viewed and revised through the years by the General Conference and is printed in The Book of 
Discipline.

Social Principles, The: a document setting forth the basic position of The United Methodist 
Church on important social issues. The Social Principles represent the effort of the General Con-
ference to speak to human issues in the contemporary world from a sound biblical and theological 
foundation. The Social Principles document is reviewed by each General Conference and is printed 
in full in The Book of Discipline.

Stewardship: faithfully managing and caring for the things God has entrusted to us

United Methodist Church, The: this denomination was formed in 1968 by the union of The Evan-
gelical United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church. It serves members in more than sev-
enty annual conferences in five jurisdictional conferences in the United States and nearly forty 
annual and provisional annual conferences in eight central conferences in Africa, Europe, and Asia.
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	    Useful Terms and concepts for united methodists   �

Universal Availability of Grace: the idea that God intends for all human beings to be saved and 
makes grace (prevenient grace) available to all

Universal Need for Grace: human beings cannot save themselves and thus all need divine grace 
or assistance

Way of Salvation: the process of salvation from the beginnings of God’s work under prevenient 
grace through justification and sanctification, as expressed in historic Methodist doctrinal state-
ments and in the structure of Methodist hymnals

Wesleyan Quadrilateral: using the Bible, tradition, reason, and experience as a method for theo-
logical reflection. Although John Wesley himself didn’t lay out of the quadrilateral as such, he did 
use scripture, reason, and experience, and he referenced particular moments from the Christian 
past. The Wesleyan quadrilateral was first expressed in the UM statement of Our Theological Task 
in The Book of Discipline.

Witness: the way in which Christians, through our words and example, show the world God’s re-
deeming love through Christ

Worship: the means by which a community of faith praises and gives thanks to God, confesses 
their sins, participates in the sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion, and receives guidance 
and nourishment from the Holy Spirit 
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PREAMBLE TO THE 
SOCIAL PRINCIPLES 
OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
[The Social Principles are Part V of the Book of Discipline. They are “not church law. 
Instead, they represent the prayerful and thoughtful efforts of the General Con-
ference to speak to issues in the contemporary world from a sound biblical and 
theological foundation that is in keeping with the best of our United Methodist  
traditions.”]

We, the people called United Methodists, affirm our faith in the living God, who created 
everything that is and called it good, and created human beings in God’s own image. We 
give thanks for Jesus Christ, incarnation of God’s love and our Savior, who redeems and 
heals our relationship with God. We trust in the movements of the Holy Spirit, trans-
forming human lives and the whole creation. Further, we declare our faith that God’s 
grace is available to all and “nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our 
Lord: not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not pow-
ers or height or depth, or any other thing that is created” (Romans 8:38-39).

From the beginning, God called us into covenant, bound with God, with one another, and 
with God’s wonderfully diverse creation. God called us, further, to live lovingly in those 
relationships and to be stewards of God’s created world, to tend God’s garden. As we do 
our part in caring for creation, we allow all other parts of creation to fulfill their distinc-
tive roles in the covenantal relationship with God (Genesis 2:7-15). According to Jesus’s 
commandment, we are to love one another: “Just as I have loved you, so you also must 
love each other. This is how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when you love 
each other” (John 13:34-35).

Created in God’s image to live in covenant with God and the world, we honor the dignity 
of all beings and affirm the goodness of life. Knowing that we are held in God’s grace, 
we are able to confess our sins. We have failed to love God with our whole hearts, souls, 
minds, and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. We have participated in 
unjust and life-destroying social systems. We have not been faithful stewards of God’s 
creation, nor have we valued the role that every part of creation plays in the flourish-
ing of God’s world. Further, we have not followed Jesus Christ in sharing God’s extrav-
agant love and ministering with “the least of these” (Matthew 25:45). We have closed 
The Social Principles Preamble and Our Social Creed are from The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2020/2024. 
Copyright © 2024 by The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.
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	    PREAMBLE TO THE SOCIAL PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   �

ourselves to God’s guiding Spirit in our daily interactions with the human family and the 
earth. We have fallen short, and yet God loves us still.

We are grateful for God’s forgiving and sanctifying love, given to us and to all and draw-
ing us toward perfect love. By God’s grace, we are called to be more Christlike, and thus 
to be merciful, just, and compassionate. Responding to that call, we seek to follow 
Jesus, who gave boundless love to all—the children, the outcast, the condemned and 
the confused. Jesus calls every generation to wholehearted discipleship: opening our 
hearts to the people we encounter daily; practicing compassion with our families and 
neighbors; honoring the dignity and worth of all people near and far; recognizing the 
systems that destroy human lives through poverty, war, and exclusion; and advocating 
justice and care in our churches, communities, and social structures. God calls us fur-
ther to be stewards of creation, caring for the skies and waters, soil and plants, and all 
beings.

We give thanks for God’s good gift of the church universal and for the Christian values 
embodied in the Wesleyan tradition and in The United Methodist Church. We recognize 
that the body of Christ has many parts, and all are valuable. Thus, we respect differ-
ences within Christ’s body, including differences in understanding and expressing faith, 
in gifts and practices of ministry, and in life experiences, as shaped by ethnicities, cul-
tures, communities, abilities, age, sexual orientation, and gender. We affirm our belief 
in the inestimable worth of each individual to whom God gives unique gifts. We renew 
our commitment to be faithful witnesses to the gospel in our daily lives and work and to 
magnify our witness as the church.

Differences are a precious gift and daunting challenge. They can stretch the church’s 
capacity to live and minister faithfully. Yet God calls our church to difficult discipleship, 
with Jesus as our guide and the Spirit as our daily strength. With God’s help, we accept 
the challenge to follow the high calling “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8 NRSV)*. John Wesley’s General Rules continue to in-
spire United Methodists to faithful practices that will do no harm, do good, and follow 
the ordinances of God (¶ 104, “The General Rules of the Methodist Church: The Nature, 
Design, and General Rules of Our United Societies”). We recognize the challenges be-
fore the church to engage with honesty and compassion through deep listening, hard 
conversations and shared ministry, even when we do not agree on all matters.

We acknowledge that the church is a living body gathered from the many and diverse 
parts of the human community. Thus, unanimity of beliefs, opinion, and practice have 
never been characteristic of the church from the beginning. From its earliest times, as 
witnessed in the Gospels, Paul’s letters, the Acts of the Apostles, and other New Tes-
tament texts, diverse understandings and controversies on many matters have been 
the reality. Therefore, whenever significant differences of opinion occur among Chris-
tians, some of which continue to divide the church deeply today, faithful Christians 
need to face their disagreements and even their despair, and not cover differences with 
false claims of consensus or unanimity. On the contrary, the church needs to embrace 
* The Scripture quotation marked NRSV is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org/.
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	    Our social creed  �

conflicts with courage and perseverance as we seek together to discern God’s will. With 
that understanding and commitment, we pledge ourselves to acknowledge and to em-
brace with courage, trust, and hope those controversies that arise among us, accepting 
them as evidence that God is not yet finished in sculpting us to be God’s people.

Recognizing that God is our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, we seek to center our 
lives and witness on God. We are confident that nothing can separate us from the grace 
of God, and that the social witness of the church is a testimony to that grace. With God’s 
help, we pledge to share ministry and honor everyone’s dignity, even when we disagree, 
to seek the mind of Christ, and to follow God’s will in all things.

OUR SOCIAL CREED
[This statement is the final paragraph of the Social Principles in the Book of Discipline. 
At its end is a note reading: “It is recommended that this statement of Social Principles 
be continually available to United Methodist Christians and that it be emphasized regu-
larly in every congregation. It is further recommended that ‘Our Social Creed’ be fre-
quently used in Sunday worship.”]

We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we repent 
of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends.

We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preserva-
tion, enhancement, and faithful use by humankind.

We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, mar-
riage, and the family.

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the 
aging, and people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the 
rights and dignity of all persons.

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good 
of themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights 
to property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible consumption; 
and in the elimination of economic and social distress. We dedicate ourselves to peace 
throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law among nations, and to individual 
freedom for all people of the world.

We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and gladly 
accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.
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CONFIRMATION VOWS
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of 
wickedness,  reject the evil powers of 
this world,  and repent of your sin? 

I do. 

Do you accept the freedom and power 
God gives you to resist evil, injustice,  
and oppression in whatever forms they 
present themselves? 

I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your  
Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, 
and promise to serve him as your Lord, 
in union with the Church which Christ has 
opened  to people of all ages, nations, 
and races? 

I do. 

APOSTLES’ CREED
[The Apostles’ Creed is the affirmation of faith most widely used by United Methodists. 
It derives its name from its use in the Christian church from as early as 150 CE and from 
the early belief that the apostles used it. Beginning in the third century, this creed was 
used at baptisms by the Roman Catholic Church. Through the years both Roman Cath-
olics and Protestants have used it as the formative statement of the faith into which 
Christians are baptized.]

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*universal

	    Confirmation vows and apostles’ creed   �
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